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Main Idea Practice

Instructions: Read each passage carefully. Then answer the question about the main idea. Write your
answer in the space provided.

1. The sun is very hot. It gives us light and warmth. Plants need sunlight to grow. People
and animals need the sun to live.

What is the main idea of this passage?



2. At the park, children play on the swings. Some kids slide down the slide. Others throw a
ball. Everyone is having fun.

What is the main idea of this passage?



3. Birds build nests in trees. They use twigs and grass. Some birds use mud. Nests keep eggs
safe.

What is the main idea of this passage?



4. My dog likes to run. He chases his tail. He plays fetch with a stick. He is very happy when
we go outside.

What is the main idea of this passage?



5. Apples grow on trees. They can be red, green, or yellow. Some apples are sweet. Others
are sour. You can eat them fresh or make pie.

What is the main idea of this passage?



6. In winter, it is cold. Snow falls from the sky. People wear warm coats. They build snowmen
and drink hot chocolate.

What is the main idea of this passage?



7. Books can take you to new places. You can read about faraway lands. You can learn about
dinosaurs. You can meet brave heroes.

What is the main idea of this passage?



8. The ocean is very big. It has salty water. Many fish live there. Whales and dolphins swim
in the ocean too.

What is the main idea of this passage?



9. My teacher helps me learn. She reads stories to us. She shows us how to add numbers. She
is kind and patient.

What is the main idea of this passage?



10. In spring, flowers bloom. The weather gets warmer. Birds sing in the trees. Baby animals
are born.

What is the main idea of this passage?



Answer Key

1. The main idea is that the sun is important because it gives light, warmth, and helps things grow.

2. The main idea is that children are having fun playing at the park.

3. The main idea is that birds build nests to keep their eggs safe.

4. The main idea is that the dog likes to run and play outside.

5. The main idea is that apples come in different colors and can be eaten in different ways.

6. The main idea is that winter is cold and people enjoy winter activities.

7. The main idea is that books let you explore new places and learn new things.

8. The main idea is that the ocean is big and full of life.

9. The main idea is that the teacher helps students learn and is kind.

10. The main idea is that spring brings warmer weather, flowers, and new life.


